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About KARE

KARE provides support to people who have an intellectual 
disability and their families. We were founded in 1967 
and work in the mid and south Kildare, east Offaly, west 
Wicklow and northeast Carlow areas of Ireland. We believe 
that people with an intellectual disability are important 
and should be a part of their community like everyone 
else. We work with each individual who uses the service 
to support them to develop their skills and abilities so that 
they can live the life of their choice
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CEO’s Welcome 

Disability.

all associated with

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Christy Lynch



Page 3KARE ANNUAL REPORT 2017

Chairperson’s Report

It has been my great pleasure and indeed honour to be chairman of 

our history.

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Sean Bagnall
Chairperson - KARE

f 
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Build Supports for a Good Life

completed the 5k Runamuck Challenge in 
September 2017.

“I took part in a Runamuck in September 2017 
with my Keyworker PJ. I am very proud of my 
achievement”

Pictured are the Eyre Street 
Bocce team who entered the 

June.

success

L- R: John Byrne, Laurence Enright, 

a 5k walk in 2017. Through making healthy choices with her meals and 

gym and going for regular long walks. 

“I am very proud to say I achieved a personal goal last September

Tess Mangan

et 
e 
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Build Supports for a Good Life

ARE

a feeling of belonging to the community. This project 
was too big for us to take on alone so we called upon 
the community to assist us and the community came 
out in force. Those who helped in this project include: 

ect
on

me
e: 
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Build Supports for a Good Life

Adult Support Service. Last December my 

Manchester to see my favourite team play. 
Yes, you guessed right, Man U or as the real 
supporter would know them the ‘Red Devils’.

It was a dark wintery morning when 
Dave and I got the green bus to Dublin 

to Manchester. Dave and I checked into 
a hotel in the city, had a lovely meal and 

had a tour of the stadium, the Manchester Museum and also took in the sights of the city. My 

Our choir has been going from strength to strength. The choir was honoured 

my 

y. 
al 
s’.

n 
n 

o 
d 
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Build Supports for a Good Life

_______________________________________________
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Build Supports for a Good Life

between these two art groups and 

On Wednesday 13th December 
St. Mark’s School held their annual 

classes and our cookery teacher 

classes in the school helped to make 

of art and these were all on display around the hall. 

as well as a few guests. 

programme in 2017. St. Anne’s hope to introduce 

September 2018.

all.

e 

d 

er 
al 

er 

ke 

p
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Build Supports for a Good Life

2017 marked 5 years of successful 

an award with Gaisce has to complete the 

awards. Gaisce is a direct challenge by the 

young people up to age 25 in Ireland.

ul

e 

e 
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Outreach

majoring in Geography 
and Music. “I never 
thought I would get to go 
to college, so to graduate 
was an especially proud 
moment for me. I was 

school, Scoil Mochua, to 
go to college. Anything is 
possible when you set your 
mind to it.”

Tamara Byrne is currently 

as well as her studies she 
also produces and hosts 

T Show on college radio 

changed my life completely 

“I am much more 

I am the same as all the 
other students in college, 

should be empowered.”

is
ur

tly 

he 
ts

o 

y 

e 

e 
 

y
r 
o 
e 
d 
s 

o 
ss 
r 
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selected to represent Leinster in the All Ireland Games in Dublin from June 

were 3rd in their senior league but were gold medal winners in the Leinster Games. 
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doors to enable them to gain meaningful employment. In May 2017 the interns had the opportunity 

McGrath
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otherwise when they took part in an 8 week course to explore human rights.
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Early Years

2017 was yet again another enjoyable year had by all all 
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in August 2017. Pat Dalton one of our 

ceilings and walls.

The work outside was immense. The 

was transformed and new furniture put 

skips used to clear out our shed and all 

presses in the hall and new desks for our 

supplied along with new white boards. 

users were so grateful and appreciated 
the work carried out. Christy Lynch CEO 

and Pat who was the person who made 
it happen.

Athy Concentrates and Cuan Mhuire 

for the occasion.
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Where it all

These are the minutes of the 

had an intellectual disability. 

of interested people was 

for children with Intellectual 

was delighted to welcome 
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school on the Curragh was 

years and has become a 

to children and adults with 

the public and in 1969 the 

by the Rathangan branch and 
the Choir of St. Patrick and St. 
Bridget in Clane commenced 

at Christmas to raise funds. 
This was the beginnings of a 
legacy of fundraising by hard 
working members of the 

come

their local community using 

respect for all.
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school got marked in 1972. St. Anne’s School on s
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The 1970’s
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Dr Patrick Hillery 



Page 22 KARE ANNUAL REPORT 2017

The 1980’s

Dublin hosted the Special Olympics European Games. 

the European Games.the European Games.

 

.
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The 1990’s saw increased growth and expansion 

The 90’s was also marked by 

training taking place in four 

adults were taught skills in a 

their own community.

T

by

ur 

a 
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The 1990’s

recognising that it was not always possible 

a number of adults. They were set up to be home 
away from home where adults could relax and 

were not standing 

programmes set up for each child to promote 
maximum independence. 

e 

e 
d 

we

p
m
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employment to replace sheltered 

opening of the employment assist bureau 

support adults in ordinary employment in 
the community. Supported employment 
went from strength to strength in the 

jobs with local companies throughout their 

Many programmes stemmed from the 
supported employment model including 
Project Challenge which was a project to 

d 

u 

n 
t
e 

r 
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1. The dawn of the millennium showed 
no signs of slowing the progression of 

grow from strength to strength.

 Pictured is Minister Sean Power 
turning the sod on the site of what 

welcome President Mary McAleese 

started to promote the concept of 
lifelong learning.

Aherne. 
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As part of the Socrates Programme which was about 

group was also preparing for a play to be staged with a 
group of Swedish students from Lund in Sweden. Both 
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KARE received 
6 formal compl

aints 

in 2017, these
 were managed 

using 

the complaints
 process.

Childrens Serv
ices 

 28 Families a
vailed of over

night short Br
eaks

 23 familes av
ailed of alter

native short b
reaks (Saturda

y Club 

& Summer Camp)

 Supported 34 ch
ildren to attend

 their local p
re-school

 Employed 338 

“Attending KARE has changed my brother’s life. He has made friends and is very happy in himself. KARE meets his needs, and can bring out the best in him”
“Our daughter has a busy schedule which she enjoys”
“Short Breaks are great, the only problem is there are not more weekends”

“I’m very happy with how my son is treated on Short breaks. I trust KARE very much”

Page 33

Family Feedbac
k

Through the fa
mily survey fa

milies reporte
d:

 An overall s
atisfaction le

vel of 87% with 
KARE

 Satisfaction
 level of 90% wi

th their famil
y member 

being treated 
with dignity a

nd respect at 
all times

 Satisfaction
 level of 92% th

at any concern
s they raise 

or complaints 
they make are 

properly dealt
 with

 A satisfacti
on level of 94% 

and respect th
eir views

 A satisfacti
on level of 89% 

with the commu
nication 

between them a
nd KARE servic

es.
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 “As it stands,
 in my opin

ion, the se
rvice has 

changed our
 lives and 

the life of
 my child.

been phenom
enal”

strategies 
to allow he

r to meanin
gfully 

participate
 in prescho

ol”

An overall sat
isfaction leve

l of 82%

A satisfaction
 level 82% 

A satisfaction
 level of 91%

A satisfaction
 level of 

A satisfaction
 level of 87%

A satisfaction
 level of 83%

A satisfaction
 level of 83% 

opportunities

Families using 
Early Years 

services reported 
an overall 
satisfaction 

level of 98%

using 
an overall sat

isfaction leve
l of 94%

a satisfaction
 level of 87%

 that they get
 the support t

o 

a satisfaction
 level of 92% tha

t they get the
 support to 

learn new thin
gs

a satisfaction
 level of 93%

 that they get
 the support t

hey 

a satisfaction
 level of 95%

 that they get
 the support t

hey 

A satisfaction
 level of 99%

Some commen
ts from peo

ple who use
 KARE servi

ces:
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Chairperson: Sean Bagnall

 Pauline Wallace
 Marjorie Moore

Bagnall Sean        

Blennerhasset Emily        

      

       

Dalton Pat        

Donohoe Teresa        

Healy Ann        

       

       

Moore Marjorie        

      

Wallace Pauline        
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Chairperson:  Marjorie Moore

 Sean Bagnall

 John

 Pauline Dempsey

 Louise Reynolds

 Alma Carley

 Sheila Bradley

 Ross Dignam
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of the Companies Act 2014. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the 

[APBs] Ethical Standards for Auditors.

us in the course of performing the audit. If we become aware of any apparent material misstatements 
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purposes of our audit.

___________________________________
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 € €

 
 € €

Balance carried forward 

 € €

Current Assets

Cash at bank and in hand   

    

Net assets    
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Andrew is greatly missed by all his friends in 

Andrew knew his own mind and had his own 

friends. Our thoughts are with his family where 

Josie spent many happy years in The Deanery 

She enjoyed many a good sing song with her 

a glass of Guinness.

Sean Walsh 

to remember a wonderful pupil Sean Walsh 

memories of Sean and his family
will remain with us

Sheena Walsh

saddened at the sudden passing of Sheena.

 Her smile could lighten up a room. 

is sadly missed by all who knew her. 



We have  moral duty to remove
the barriers to participation,

and to invest sufficient funding
and expertise to unlock

the vast potential of people
with disabilities

Prof. Stephen Hawking
World Report on disability 2011



KARE, Newbridge Industrial Estate, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, Ireland

Tel:  +353 (0) 45 448700

E mail: kare@kare.ie

Website: www.kare.ie

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/karepage


